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ate him. A hare of formidable size threw itself upon
the [173] woman and devoured her. However, it did
not touch the child that she still bore in her womb,
of which she was about to be delivered. A woman,
going past that place shortly after this carnage, was
greatly astonished to see this child living. She took
him, raised him as her son, but called him her little
brother, giving him the name Tchakabech. This
child did not grow in stature, always remaining like
a child in swaddling clothes ; but he attained a
strength so formidable, that he used the trees as ar-
rows for his bow. It would take too long to recount
all the adventures of this man-child. He killed the
Bear which had devoured his father, and found in
its stomach, his hair still preserved. He also killed
the great Hare which had eaten his mother, whom
he recognized from the bunch of hair that he found
in its belly. This great Hare was some Genie of
Light, for they call one of these Genii, who they say
is a great talker, by the name of Michtabouchiou,
meaning ‘‘ great Hare.”’”®> To be brief, this Tchaka-
bech, wishing to go to the Sky, climbed a tree.
When he had almost reached the top, he blew against
this tree, which [174] grew tall and large at the
breath of this little Dwarf; the more he climbed,
the more he blew, and the taller and larger became
the tree, so that he reached the Sky, where he found
the loveliest country in the world; everything was
delightful there, the land excellent, and the trees
very beautiful. After having thoroughly viewed
everything, he came to bring the news of all this to
his sister, that he might induce her to mount to the
Sky and remain there forever. Then he came down
this tree, building Cabins at intervals in its branches,



